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In-spire & Keele World Today Society

Presents a day long inter-disciplinary seminar

Possibilities of Cultural Politics-Abstracts

30th May 2006,CBA1.099 & CBA1.100, Chancellors Building, Keele University

9:00 a.m. Welcome address—Heidi Öst, KWTS
9:15a.m. -10: 45 a.m.- In-Environment

Chair- Monica Ingber, SPIRE, Keele University
Dr. Bulent Gokay, Reader, SPIRE, Keele University
Oil and Capitalism in the Twenty First Century - 'Peak Oil' and the End of the 'Cheap Oil Economy'
Abstract: The advancements made in industry and technology over the last 100 years and the luxury we enjoy every day, have been made possible by one thing and one thing only: cheap energy. The whole success of world capitalist economy, so-called prosperity of the 20th Century, was driven by cheap, oil-based energy. Over the last century, the demand for oil has risen dramatically and the physical structure of our society is organized around the assumption that there will always be plenty of it. But oil is not an infinite resource. The world had a total reserve of 2 or 3 trillion barrels of conventional oil in the ground when we started drilling the first well. We have used about half of it at a current rate of 28 billion a year. Most of the biggest oil fields were discovered more then 40 years ago. Over the last decades there were less finds year after year. It is now widely acknowledged that about 95% of world's oil reserves have been found. Since oil-discovery reached a peak, it is inevitable that oil-production will reach a peak too. This peak is expected when about half of the reserves are used up, which is about right now. The irreversible decline in production is expected in the next 5 - 10 years. Natural gas will follow soon after that. These resources combined, account for about 75% of our cheap energy. Cheap energy is at present essential for our capitalist world economy.

Once oil peaks, production will decline 2% or 3% on a yearly basis. On the other hand, demand for oil is expected to rise with 2% or 3% per year. This will result in a 4% short-come just a year after the peak and will rise to a 15% - 20% gap in 5 years. This means there will be less energy available for everything we do. It's hard to see how the demand can be met if the total available is decreasing. Somebody is going to have use a lot less and even do without it. Less energy for the industry, less energy to heat our houses, less gas for our cars, and last but not least, less energy to produce food. 17% of our energy is used for producing food. We use oil for fertilizers, pesticides, packaging and distribution of the food. Not only the cost of oil will rise though. Food-prices will double, because there's energy involved in the process of growing food. Industrial goods will become more expensive, because oil is the primary material for plastics and such. Costs for Medical care will rise. This is basic economics. Basically everything will cost us more. There is little sign that governments are aware of and/or setting about-facing the problems of peak oil.

Darrell Whitman, SPIRE, Keele University

Constructing Identities in the Carbon Economy: Ecologies and Systems of Production.
Abstract: The modern system of production as a carbon-based economy constructs and reconstructs ecological identities according to their relationship to the need for production. This system of production is organized around capital accumulation that reifies and instrumentalizes ecological relationships and the social and political institutions that support it, holding all relationships to account for their economic effects. Evidence for this can be found in the history of the changing relationship between natural systems and their ideational treatment as resources, and the conterminous social and political restructuring that is required to accomplish that purpose. This treatment of ecological identities and their manipulation in the service of a carbon economy will examine the history of water in the Western United States. This history is distinctive from that of water in either the Eastern United States or Europe because of the defined scarcity of water in relationship to the economic and political objectives of the dominant capitalist system that has written that history. It is a history replete with transformed discourses of place, social reorganization, and replicated hierarchies of domination that have been encrypted into state power and practices through law. As a consequence, important reconsiderations of the human-nature relationship have been frustrated and displaced.

Dr. Andreas Philippopoulos-Mihalopoulos, Reader, School of Law, University of Westminster 

Absent Environment
Abstract: Environmental law institutes itself around a fundamental notion of absence: absence of environment, of its object, of ways in which this object becomes instrumental, and so on. This is partly reflected in the usual anthropocentric v. ecocentric debates, but it greatly eludes the particular discourse by arranging itself around unstable cognitive and temporal expectations. I suggest that the main jurisprudential attempt of environmental law presently is how to operationalise such an absence and introduce it in the legal normativity without altering its fundamentally absent nature.
11:00a.m. -12:30p.m. - In-Practice

Chair-Rohee Dasgupta, Law, Keele University

Dr Jane H. Krishnadas, Lecturer, School of Law, Keele University

Identities in Reconstruction- From recognition to material spheres of reflection

In this paper I trace how women’s identities were constructed through rights in the post-earthquake reconstruction process, Maharashtra India. I trace the construction of ‘woman’ as intersecting age, familial, caste, religious and ethnic identities through my analysis of the World Bank and State Government Policy, NGO research and programmes, public and private legislation, non-formal legal spheres and local women’s organizing. 

I argue that the reduction of ‘woman’s’ identity into the fixed constructs of the policy or legal subject actively constructs a hierarchical and static identity, constitutive and dependent upon the ‘other’ race, class, caste, and religion; historically constructed by and which perpetuate patriarchy within social reconstruction processes. Intersectionality may only broaden the individual identification of woman, limiting the plurality and common grounds of women’s identities and struggles. Through the experience of women’s organizing, I explore a rights bearing ideology which moves from the individual, process of recognition to the multiple and mutual process of reflection.  

Monica Ingber, SPIRE, Keele University

Power Complicity and the State: Towards an Understanding of the Politico-legal Aspects of Sovereign Immunity

Mohd Azizuddin Mohd Sani (Aziz), SPIRE, Keele University 

The debate on Western and Asian views of freedom of political speech
Abstract: This article seeks to explore the principal theoretical debates concerning political speech and analyze the meaning of the right of freedom of speech that safeguards the people’s ability to communicate ideas publicly. The reasons why political speech merits special constitutional protection and its differences from non-political speech will be discussed. The discussion will also cover the questions of the regulation of free speech and the boundaries that should delineate constitutional protected from unprotected political speech. This article also looks at the on-going ‘Asian values’ debate in Southeast Asia generally and Malaysia in particular and the impact that ‘Asian values’ brings to the practices of free speech in Malaysia. This debate is often viewed in terms of a contest between the West, advocating the values of liberal democracy, and the East, representing the values of conservatism and tradition. Southeast Asian states have aggressively resisted the human rights and democracy discourse, especially the emphasis on free speech emerging from the West, for the reasons of internal security, cultural values and economic prosperity by strengthening the restrictive laws, controlling the media, and rejecting to ratify the international laws on civil and political rights that ensures protection of the rights to free speech.

1:30p.m. -3:00 p.m. - In-Cultural Identity
Chair-Darrell Whitman, SPIRE, Keele University

Prof. Pnina Werbner, Professor of Social Anthropology, School of Criminology, Education, Sociology & Social Work, Keele University 
Muslim identities in the face of global crises 
Abstract: The paper will portray the global crises faced by Muslim identities on the one hand, and the rise of second and third generation British born Muslims on the other during these troubled times. It will consider identity as not simply fluid and changing, but situational, self-essentialising and ambivalent. The talk will not be a written lecture but more a reflection on some of my work.

Dr Drosily Hamourtziadou, Keele University

The myths of an insecure nation: the Serbs
Abstract: The prevailing academic attitude towards national narratives is skeptical: we treat nations as constructions based on and fed by myths. Those myths concern various aspects of the nation such as temporal origins, location, ancestry, a heroic age, decline and regeneration, suffering and unjust treatment. This paper is concerned with some of the myths that gave rise and sustained Serbian nationalism and the Serbian nation, paying particular attention to the myths of suffering, as they form the core of Serbian identity. As a `suffering nation`, the Serbs have developed a national narrative that reflects both their experience and their insecurity. The paper will question the use of the term `myth` in this context, while examining and explaining the meaning of `myth`, its functions and its implications. If nations are invented or constructed, are enemies also invented? In other words, if a national identity, a national `self`, is constructed and based on myths, does it follow that the enemy or the national `other` is as constructed and as mythical?

Dr Kate Nash, Sociology, Senior Lecturer, Sociology, Goldsmiths College
The real possibilities of cultural politics: human rights and cosmopolitan identity in Europe 
Abstract: What is the relationship between the infrastructure of human rights in Europe and cosmopolitan identity? Theorists such as Habermas, Derrida and Benhabib have suggested that institutionally and culturally Europe offers a unique set of possibilities for creating ‘ethical cosmopolitanism’. I will argue here for a theory and methodology that enables consideration of empirical evidence for this claim, and suggests that analyzing what human rights mean in concrete, mediated cultural politics is important for assessing their cosmopolitan potential.
3:15p.m. -4:45p.m. - In-conflict 

Chair: Marijana Sevo, SPIRE, Keele University

Dr. Amalendu Misra, Senior Lecturer, Politics and International Relations, Lancaster University

Somalia and the Liberal Theory of Post Conflict Reconstruction

Abstract: The core argument that runs through this paper is that from a liberal perspective, the commitment to rescuing a collapsed state and the accompanying anarchical society is equally divided between the external interveners and the indigenous actors. In the absence of either of these actors failing to contribute their side of the bargain the project risks not taking off or may run off the track.

Several recent studies highlight that a country or a society characterized by low level of trust, civil war, inter-ethnic or communal violence, breakdown of institutional order and lack of experience with liberal values will have a lower probability of success in its attempt to reconfigure itself in the model of other viable states. In this paper, by using Somalia as the case study, I explore, if the above hypothesis has any validity. I also inquire if any of the recommendations that are usually reserved for failed and collapsed states on their road to recovery can be applied in the context of Somalia. This article aims to contribute to our understanding of the challenges to post-conflict reconstruction when the entity on whose behalf this effort is undertaken is itself hostile to the project.

Clare James, Politics & International Relations, University of Nottingham

Challenging Acculturalism in Security Studies: Strategic Culture and Beyond
Abstract: Despite having gained a degree of recognition over the past decade or so, cultural approaches in both International Relations and Security Studies are nevertheless often met with disdain. In reviewing the recent literature, however, there is evidence that the current renewal of interest in cultural influences on strategic thought offers promising avenues of research both in security studies and IR more widely.

Today’s cultural approaches have developed from the work of a few influential writers during the late 1970’s, notably Ken Booth and Jack Snyder. Booth highlighted the limitations of the ethnocentric rational actor, and game theoretic analyses popular in strategic studies during 1960s and 70s, calling for a more culturally relative approach. Meanwhile Snyder’s work on Strategic Culture suggested that different states behave in different ways given similar strategic conditions, due to culturally rooted differences in perception.

Having impacted on strategic analyses of nuclear policy in the 1980’s, the concept of strategic culture has been revived with the growing interest in ideas and culture in IR since the 1990’s. Recent works have taken the strategic culture approach forward conceptually and methodologically, offering both exciting and challenging prospects for future research. This paper aims to look at the development of cultural approaches in security studies, address some of the criticisms often leveled at this area, and explore the potential for future advances in cultural analyses of security.

Prof. Costas Constantinou, Professor of International Relations, SPIRE, Keele University

Aporias of Identity and the 'Cyprus Problem'
Abstract: This paper will examine aporias of identity in relation to the 'Cyprus problem', and specifically the politics surrounding the regulation of ethno-religious identity and the human effects of constitutional bicommunalism, projecting two mutually exclusive and antagonistic communities (i.e., Greek vs Turkish). My hypothesis is that the advent of modern governmentality and biopolitics has solidified fluid identities and made it more difficult for individuals to use ethno-religious identities flexibly and pragmatically, including using them as a tactic to resist the policies of power regimes. But there are still certain groups and individuals that continue to resist the official dichotomies, and I propose that this situation should be enhanced.

 ADDIN REFMGR.REFLIST All papers presented at the conference will be published in In-spire e-journal of post-graduate research (www.in-spire.org).

The conference is funded by C-SAP the subject network for Sociology, Anthropology and Politics.
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